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Founded in 2004, this year marks Namaste’s 15th year serving students and their families 
on the southwest side of Chicago.  Namaste’s founders were pioneers – leaders with 
foresight, who boldly designed a school model that linked brain research and student 
success.  They understood the implications for nutrition, health and wellness on student 
outcomes well before this made headlines, and they crafted a school model that 
recognized students first as people.
 
There is much to celebrate as we enter our 15th year.  Namaste has graduated seven 
classes, partnering with each student and family to find their best high school match and 
sending many to the most selective high schools in Chicago.  We have been recognized 
locally and nationally for our work to address the health, wellness, and academic inequities 
our students face, and we have extended our impact by hosting more than 1100 teachers 
and school leaders since 2004, supporting healthier, wellness-centered schools nationwide. 

485 Students
K-8th Grade 

86.3% Latino
5.4% White
2.8% Black
4.9% Other

“We are proud to support Namaste Charter School’s important work addressing the academic, nutrition, 

health and wellness needs of their students.  Namaste’s reach goes beyond the classroom, impacting the 

health and well-being of students, their families and an entire community.”

Crown Family Philanthropies 
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+

Peaceful School Culture v One hour of PE per day 

Onsite Fitness Center v Dual Language Program 

Two Healthy Meals Daily v Onsite Yoga Studio

Students who are physically active and eating breakfast and healthy foods 

have increased test scores, better grades and improved classroom behavior



A Moment of Opportunity

As we enter the next phase, Namaste's approach to 
educating students must evolve on pace with students’ 
and families’ needs.  We recognize the imperative to 
rethink school for the 21st century student.  In the 15 
years since we were founded, brain research and 
learning science has progressed significantly, affirming 
the founders’ vision and providing new considerations 
for our model.  We are reinvigorating our approach to 
wellness to include care of mind, social emotional 
competencies, and a rigorous academic curriculum.
 
The needs for the 21st Century demand new 
approaches to learning.  They demand collaboration, 
creativity, critical thinking and problem solving.           
We want to prepare kids to navigate an unknown and 
complex future, and to meet the challenges that 
accompany it.  

We are at a pivotal moment in Namaste’s 
History.

11%

10%

 increase in 
academic 

performance

 less 
emotional 
distress

11:1
return

on
investment

For every $1 spent on 
effective social-emotional 

learning  programming, the 
return on investment is a 

minimum of $11 in long-term 
benefits to students, schools 

and communities.

“With Natalie Neris at the helm, Namaste will continue to build on their 15-year legacy.  Natalie truly 

understands that the 21st Century demands new approaches to learning.  Natalie is a passionate 

advocate for social justice and equitable access for students in underserved communities, and she has the 

respect of her peers throughout the Chicago educational ecosystem.”

Janice K.  Jackson

CEO, Chicago Public Schools

Social emotional learning benefits students. Social-emotional learning compliments academic learning 
AND meets many of the employability needs identified by 
business leaders.

21st Century Skills

Foundational 
Literacies

Character
Qualities

Competencies

How students
apply core skills

to everyday tasks

How students
approach their

changing environment

How students
approach
complex

challenges



15 YEARSSupport Namaste’s Vision for the Future: Become a 15th Anniversary Sponsor

g

“As a board member, I am incredibly proud of the work Namaste does.  And as a Google employee, I'm excited about the opportunities my 

peers and I have had to partner with Namaste in several ways – serving as mentors to middle school students, participating in Namaste's Field 

Day, and bringing employees into the school to demo new innovative tools that can help close equity gaps in education. We believe that 

Namaste's vision to empower the whole child to thrive in a complex, interconnected and changing world will result in lifelong student success.”

  — Allison Lehmann, Global Customer Care, Platforms Manager at Google

Name

Organization

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone

Email

Mail to Namaste Charter School

Attn: Esmie Cuevas Decker

3737 South Paulina Street, Chicago, IL 60609

Make checks payable to Namaste Charter School
or fill out information below for credit cards:

For more information,  contact Esmie Cuevas Decker 

at edecker@namastecharterschool.org

773-715-9558 ext. 301 

Visa     MasterCard     AmEx     Discoverr r r r

Name on card

Card #

Exp. Date                           Security code

Click to become a Sponsor
or fill out the payment information below

All 15th  Anniversary sponsors will be recognized throughout the year 
on Namaste e-communications and anniversary event invitations

 $25,000   Support Namaste's new speaker series and r
broaden those we are connecting around Chicago - from 
thought leaders in education and philanthropy to 
community leaders, parents and students. The series will 
explore and promote learning around how schools in 
Chicago can work toward preparing students for a changing 
world. 
 

 $10,000   Help us make our vision a reality -                   r
A Namaste for today's student with a full-time social 
worker to address the social-emotional needs of our 
students, and state-of-the-art technology, allowing our 
students to go beyond the classroom to build and create, 
seek out answers and develop their expert voices for the 
world.
 

 $5,000   Support an on-the-ground design school r
infrastructure that bolsters collaboration among the school 
team and provides professional education such as social-
emotional learning and restorative justice education. 

Help ensure our students have access to fresh fruits and 
vegetables weekly, daily healthy meals, 60 minutes of 
movement per day and a structured recess program with a 
gift of:

 $2,500    $1000  $500  $250r  r    r    r

 Other:  $_____________r

 Corporate Volunteer Partner                           r
When you partner with Namaste, you play a powerful role 
in building our students' ability to learn and achieve. From 
participating in school enrichment programs to helping to 
make our school beautiful, you create opportunities for 
your company to feel engaged with a cause close to their 
hearts. 

 Contact me to discuss how I can support Namaste.r

http://weblink.donorperfect.com/rethinkingschoolsponsor
http://weblink.donorperfect.com/rethinkingschoolsponsor
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