
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friend, 

 
Namaste Charter School is honored to join with Former Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan and 

WBEZ reporter Natalie Moore on Tuesday, October 16th for a breakfast, “Rethinking School: Who is 

the Whole Child in the 21st Century?” a conversation about challenging tradition and changing the game 

for Chicago students. 

 
The first of a new Namaste speaker series, the breakfast hosted by KPMG will gather thought leaders 

in education and philanthropy, community leaders, parents and students as we seek to understand how 

schools in Chicago should work toward preparing today’s students for the world they live in, and the 

one that does not yet exist. 

 
This year marks Namaste’s 15th year serving students and their families on the southwest side of 

Chicago. As Namaste looks back at all it has achieved and looks forward to continued innovation, 

we hope you will consider becoming a 15th Anniversary Sponsor and a Co-Sponsor of the 

October 16th Breakfast. 
 
Since 2004, Namaste Charter School has been a model for the integration of health and wellness 

programming in school. Recognizing the alarming increase in childhood obesity rates and the highly 

detrimental effect poor health has on children’s academic performance, Namaste Charter School was 

specifically designed to integrate physical fitness, nutrition, and healthy lifestyle disciplines with 

rigorous academic curricula to empower its students for lifelong success. 

 
As Namaste seeks to evolve its model in response to today’s student, we recognize the imperative to 

rethink school. As we grow in our understanding of brain science, mental health, technology, and as our 

communities continue to be impacted by violence and poverty, it is more important than ever for each of 

us to collaborate to best leverage our collective brilliance, and the brilliance of the students who sit in 

every Chicago seat, to improve long-term outcomes for our communities. 

 
Please see the enclosed sponsorship packet for more details and program information. We hope you can 

join us, our speakers, and our host, KPMG, for what will be a fascinating discussion. 

 
Please contact Esmie Cuevas Decker, Development Manager, at edecker@namastecharterschool.org or   
(773) 715-9558 ext. 301 with questions. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Natalie Neris Cathy Calhoun 

Executive Director, Namaste Charter School Chair of the Board, Namaste Charter School  

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5af9de863917ee9bdc828a9f/t/5ba7a916e79c705ac3a183dd/1537714457278/sponsorship+packet.pdf
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