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‘ CHARTER SCHOOL
Educating Children from the Inside Out




Build Namaste 

Four-Year Priorities
In 2009, the Namaste Charter School Board of Directors launched a four-year initiative to recognize leaders in Namaste Charter School’s growth and expansion.  Contributions will be classified as general operating support for Namaste’s academic and wellness programs, as well as building the general reserve for the $7.5 million facility renovation and construction project. 
A significant component of Build Namaste is support for the 13,000 square foot addition and current building renovation project that marks the final phase of facility expansion to accommodate the larger student body, which reached capacity in fall 2011 with 450 Kindergarten – 8th grade students. The addition and renovation provide space for:

· Seven additional classrooms, including a new science lab, to support Namaste’s dual-language, literacy, mathematics, healthy lifestyles and Peaceful People curriculum;
· Existing gymnasium and yoga studio renovation and a new gymnasium/fitness center to continue to provide every student with age-appropriate daily morning yoga, recess and 60 minutes of physical education;
· Renovated kitchen and cafeteria space to provide students with a healthy breakfast and lunch each day (including the popular salad bar option);

· A new library, complete with text and technology resources to enhance the learning experiences of kindergarteners through eighth graders;
· Improved special education facilities to better serve our students with varying degrees of learning needs;

· Increased space and resources for the Family Center as it continues to serve as the cornerstone of Namaste’s community outreach and family engagement;

· An elevator and other upgrades that will make Namaste ADA accessible for all students, family and community members wishing to participate in Namaste’s innovative programming; and
· Additional administrative space to more effectively serve Namaste’s needs.
Build Namaste also places a major focus on Middle School curriculum development and implementation. Namaste is developing unique middle grade programming that incorporates both superior academic opportunities as well as tools for continued student health and wellness. Over the next several years, there will be an emphasis on acquiring the equipment and resources necessary for this transition, including a mobile technology cart, science lab equipment, individual fitness machines (including treadmills and weight machines), and recruiting and supporting exemplary middle school educators with content expertise to grow our outstanding instructional team.

For more information, please contact Allison Isaacson at aisaacson@namastecharterschool.org
 or 773-715-9558 ext. 301.

